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The director of the CRA  agrarian engineering research unit at Agrilevante

“RESEARCH FUNDAMENTAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE. THIS IS WHAT IS BEING WORKED ON IN THE MEZZOGIORNO AND IN PUGLIA.”

“We still don’t have substantial cuts in research but they are foreseeable in the coming years for us as well as in other sectors,” said Luigi Pari, the director of the agrarian engineering research unit in the National Agriculture Research and Experimental Council which groups seventeen centers and thirty research units. Speaking at Agrilevante, Pari affirmed, “We are, however, working on efficiency and the effectiveness of our activities in close contact with European colleagues with an eye also on European Union financing. Research is fundamental for overcoming this historic time of crisis and requires cohesion between business and institutional activities.” Already there has been no shortage of significant results. “One thinks of the food crisis in the post-war period when wheat was yielding three or four quintals per hectare and today the yield is sixty. The credit goes to research activities which developed crop procedures and mechanization systems such as to transform food from an asset to be searched for into a surplus. There has been a drive even in excess to increase food productivity. Now the aim is for quality and the conversion of marginal land to energy crops. In the field of bioenergy, we already have mature technologies, like those for biogas and the production of heat from lignocellulose products, and under development, like that concerning the cogeneration of lignocellulose products and the second generation production of ethanol.”

In the Mezzogiorno and Puglia Region research “is focused on increasing the productivity of farms as well as on environmental aspects. I am referring especially to the loss of organic substances in the soil, the need to make better use of water resources and intentions to create crop procedures which are more respectful of the natural habitat.”

Events like Agrilevante take on special relevance. “We are talking about a format, repeated every two years, allowing us to update the situation in research and agriculture in the Italian central and southern regions and to take on the interests of the countries around the Mediterranean and transfer abroad the technologies and innovations which our country can count on.”
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